Book of Revelation
38 – A New Creation

[The New Heaven and the New Earth]


[21:1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”


[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” [6] And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. [7] The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son. [8] But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:1-8 ESV)

1. First thoughts (just thoughts – may or may not address questions later on)
a. The “wedding” between the Lamb and the Bride, implied in ch19, is finally here

i. The Bride is the New Jerusalem (to be fully described in second part of ch21 and first part of ch22)

ii. New Jerusalem a literary counterpart to Babylon; marriage a counterpart to sexual immorality

b. What are all the allusions and references back to earlier parts of Revelation, OT writings, and the gospels? (a few initial observations here)
i. “It is done” resembles what Jesus said on the cross, “It is finished”

ii. The concept of thirsty and water of life echo John’s [may or may not be the same as the author of Revelation] gospel account

iii. Dwell, dwelling place – John’s gospel uses the same term in John 1, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”

1. John 1 is a type of creation account echoing Genesis

2. Revelation 21 also an echo of Genesis?

iv. “Conquering” takes us back to the letters to the churches

v. Other repetitions from earlier: loud voice, throne, “write this down”, “trustworthy (faithful) and true”, lake of fire, second death

vi. The list of “sins” in v8, are they to be understood literally, or are they symbolic?

2. Literary features
a. The 3rd “In the Spirit” section finished

i. War and Judgment against Babylon, beast, false prophet, and dragon are all finished

ii. Death and Hades are no more

b. The 4th “In the Spirit” section about to begin

c. 21:1-8 is an introductory passage to the 4th section

d. Earlier “In the Spirit” sections

i. Jesus waking among the lampstands; letters to the seven churches

ii. Throne in heaven; scroll and the Lamb; opening the seven seals

1. Seventh seal: seven trumpets

2. Seventh trumpet: woman and dragon; beasts; 144,000; three angels; judgment; seven bowls with plagues

iii. Judgment and fall of Babylon; rejoicing in heaven; marriage supper of the Lamb; destruction of the beast and false prophet; Millennium; destruction of Satan and Death and Hades

e. Theme of conquering (from RNT - Revelation)
A. promises to him who conquers (2:1- 3:22)

B. the Lamb has conquered (5:5; cf. 6:2)

C. the beast will conquer the two witnesses (11:7)

D. the Lamb's followers conquered the beast (12:11)

C '. the beast is allowed to conquer the saints (13:7; cf. 15:2)

B'. the Lamb will conquer the ten kings (17:14)

A '. promise to him who conquers (21:7)

f. From a dramatic standpoint

i. Antagonists are defeated

ii. Conflicts have been resolved
iii. Now, the denouement
1. Bring down tension (catharsis), provide resolution

3. Verse by verse

a. Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more

i. Isa 65:17-19 – new heaven and a new earth

ii. Rev 20:11 – heaven and earth passing away (c.f., v4 – former things have passed away)

iii. Sea no more – place of the dead, source of chaos, the primeval chaos prior to first creation

1. Greek comedy form – the end is better than the beginning

2. The first creation left the world with a sea – chaos and trouble next door – but the new creation will have no sea; i.e., no more possibility for chaos to return

b. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband

i. Rev 3:12; 11:2 – Holy city, new Jerusalem

ii. Rev 3:12 – new Jerusalem coming down from heaven

iii. Rev 19:7; Isa 61:10 – prepared as a bride

c. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God

i. Loud voice: announcement of something very important

ii. Rev 7:15; Lev 26:11-12; Ezek 37:27 – dwelling place of God is with man

1. C.f., John 1:14; 14:2-3

d. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

i. Rev 7:17; 20:14; Isa 25:8 – no more tears, no more death

ii. Isa 65:19 – no more crying or weeping

iii. Isa 42:9; Rev 21:1 – former things have passed away

The key to understanding 21:1- 4 is the affirmation in 21:3:"Behold, the dwelling of God is with people." First, it explains the vision of the new heaven and new earth/new Jerusalem. Second, the five promises that follow are simply commentary on it. Once again, this central, defining affirmation is nothing less than the reaffirmation of a central, defining affirmation to Israel (Lev 26:11- 12). The Bride of Christ- not ethnic Israel- is the true Israel. (RNT - Revelation)

e. And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

i. Isa 43:19 – new things

ii. Trustworthy – pistos – faithful 

iii. Rev 3:14; 19:11 – Jesus called faithful (pistos) and true

f. And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment

i. It is done (ginomai)

1. At the cross – it is finished (teleo)

2. Teleo: completion, fulfillment, and end

3. Ginomai – to be created, to come into existence

ii. What is done? 

1. “Making all things new”

2. God’s work since Genesis 3 (c.f., Rom 8:19-23)

iii. Rev 1:8 – Alpha and Omega

iv. Rev 7:16-17; Zech 14:8 – no more thirst; living water (c.f., John 4:7-15; 7:37-38)

v. Isa 55:1 – free water to all who thirst

g. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son
i. Conquers – see section 2.e
ii. This heritage – promises in vv1-4

iii. 2 Sam 7:14 – He will be my son

h. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

i. Cowardly – fearful – non-conquerors succumb to fear

ii. Faithless – apistos – opposite of the conquerors
iii. Detestable – abominable, polluted – conquerors are pure, undefiled, washed their robes
iv. Remaining characteristics repeated in Rev 22:15

v. This is not a list of specific “sins” to be avoided, but a way of speaking about those who choose to follow the beast

1. The books of Romans, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, 1 Peter, Didache, Epistle of Barnabas contain lists of virtues and vices – it is a standard literary form of the time to describe groups of people

2. That said, it doesn’t mean one now has permission to literally practice sexual immorality or deception or anything else here

The proper way to read such lists is not to dwell so much on their individual elements as to assess their overall impact. Such lists of vices were based on the premise that wicked people tended to practice all vices, just as good people practiced all the virtues. (RNT – Romans)

vi. Ends with reminder that all that is evil and oppressive will be destroyed
The introduction to John's fourth "in the Spirit" experience is now over. Yet even though a magnificent vision is about the follow, John has already oriented the reader as to how to understand the vision: it is the fulfillment of a host of Old Testament passages about God dwelling, personally and intimately, with his people. (RNT – Revelation)
